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Caroline Moore reviews The Several Lives of Joseph Conrad by John Stape. In June 1878, a British steamer, the Mavis, docked at Lowestoft, and a 20-year-old Ukrainian
sailor, Jozef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski, set foot for the first time on British soil. His first language was Polish, and he was fluent in French, but (according to one account)
could speak only six words of English on his arrival. Within 10 years he became the only Polish-Ukrainian to gain a Master's certificate in the British Merchant Marine service;
but it is not for this that we remember him. The seaman was also Joseph Co... Here is where the artist Adeline Virginia Stephen was born. She lived in this house, at 22 Hyde
Park Gate, in west London, for the first twenty-two years of her life. The whitewashed Victorian façade holds the sunlight brightly when the weather is good. It’s a short walk
from here to Yeoman’s Row, and in July, 1902, when she was twenty, she went there to have her portrait taken. They might have gone around the giant dome of the Royal
Albert Hall and into Kensington Gore. Then left on to Princes Consort Road, crossing Exhibition Road, continuing to Princes Gardens, before needling through the quiet back
mews till they reach Brompton Road. Second on the right is Yeoman’s Row, where the photographer George Charles Beresford had set up his studio that same year. Virginia
Woolf’s essay written after Conrad’s death is a classic. Actually, it contains some beautiful, eloquent observations on the arts of both reading and writing: But read Conrad,
not in birthday books but in the bulk, and he must be lost indeed to the meaning of words who does not hear in that rather stiff and sombre music, with its reserve, its pride,
its vast and implacable integrity, how it is better to be good than bad, how loyalty is good and honesty and courage, though ostensibly Conrad. is concerned merely to show
us the beauty of a night at sea. So many of the reviews were negative that Conrad himself confessed to “mixed feelings”. Here on the Reading group, contributor
NatashaFatale linked to this fascinating New York Times review from 1915, itself the very definition of “mixed”.

