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Abstract:
In recent years, gun control policy has dominated the American political agenda. Today, political pundits on both
sides of the aisle regularly cite gun statistics supporting either a pro or anti-gun control stance. While billions of dollars
are spent on firearm policies that either tighten or relax current laws, little is known about the actual effectiveness of
many of the firearm laws being implemented. Meanwhile, tens of thousands of Americans continue to die from gun
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violence each year. In this thesis, I seek to clarify the gun control debate by assessing the impact of restrictive gun
control legislation on various categories of firearm deaths across US metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) while
controlling for a number of relevant variables. More specifically, I conduct a multivariate regression analysis
correlating the restrictiveness of state firearm laws with firearm homicide and suicide rates while controlling for age,
poverty, education, and location in a Southern state. All homicide and suicide data were drawn from the 2013-2015
Center for Disease Control and Prevention Wonder Database, while all other control variables were drawn from
2010-2014 US Census Bureau statistics. My results reveal that restrictive firearm laws have a small but statistically
significant tendency to produce lower suicide rates, but have no decipherable correlation with homicide rates. The
findings for this study underscore the importance of conducting additional research on this complex but highly salient
topic.
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RAND. Research. Gun Policy in America. Analysis. Additional Gun Policy Topics. >The Effects of the 1996 National Firearms Agreement in Australia on Suicide, Violent
Crime, and Mass Shootings. Six of the studies found statistically significant evidence that suicide rates declined more rapidly after implementation of the NFA in 1996 than
before. In addition, Leigh and Neill (2010) found that Australian states with the highest per capita rates of turning in banned guns also had greater declines in firearm
suicides. Attributing reductions in suicide and homicide rates to the NFA is complicated by the fact that these rates were decreasing even before the NFA was enacted.
Gun-related homicide and suicide rates in high-income OECD countries, 2010, countries in graph ordered by total death rates (homicide plus suicide plus other gun-related
deaths).[3]. Legislation at the federal, state, and local levels has attempted to address gun violence through a variety of methods, including restricting firearms purchases
by youths and other "at-risk" populations, setting waiting periods for firearm purchases, establishing gun buyback programs, law enforcement and policing strategies, stiff
sentencing of gun law violators, education programs for parents and children, and community-outreach programs. Prevalence of homicide and violent crime is higher in
statistical metropolitan areas of The American annual rate of firearm related deaths decreased by 2% from 10.6 per 100 000 population in 1999 to 10.4 per 100 000 in
2000.2 Other Western industrialised nations also have shown reductions. Canadian rates of firearm related deaths are available for 1970–99 and show a decrease from a
peak of 7.2 per 100 000 population in 1977 and 1978 to a low of 3.3 per 100 000 in 1998 and 1999.14 Rates of firearm related deaths in New Zealand over the 12 years
from 1988 to 1999 decreased from 4.5. We compared relative shifts in the rates for Victoria and the rest of Australia with a Poisson regression model that incorporated a
fixed offset. We assessed this by determining the fit of the fitted model by examining the estimated deviance of the model.

