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Abstract
As the author of the conduct guide, Hints to Young Ladies, Porter is significant for several reasons. First, Porter’s geographic
situation and proximity to the Boston publishing market is important because this essay examines early nineteenth century
urbanization and the expansion of the book industry in the Northeast and MidAtlantic. Changing demographic patterns as
Americans moved to urban areas renewed debates over how one should fashion their appearance as a marker of
socioeconomic status. Because this essay draws from prescriptive literature, it is also important to trace the growth of the book
industry to understand where these works were published and distributed. In addition to locale, the content of Porter’s guide is
equally important.
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Because this essay draws from prescriptive literature, it is also important to trace the growth of the
book industry to understand where these works were published and distributed. In addition to locale,
the content of Porter’s guide is equally important. I played “Splish Splash”, of course. over. and. over.
Like I am now, except now I’m not dancing to it. After I found this song (and immediately realized how
positively musically delicious it is), I forgot about my Saturday morning cartoons a few times and just
danced. Life can’t get much better than wearing slippery socks on laminate wood floor while blasting
out great music from the stereo and pretending to be becoming the master of a new kind of
swing/slide-jazzy dance genre. The subject of the class can range anywhere from “The Physics of
Singing” to “Build Your Own Solar Rechargeable Lamp” to “Salsa Dancing”. Students in grades 9-12
can sign up for classes and become immersed in and inspired by something that they may have
otherwise never even considered or known to exist!
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