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Abstract
In 'So Foul and Fair a Day', Professor Alastair Dawson provides for the first time a detailed account of Scotland's past weather and climate conditions
and the effects that they have had on determining the physical and social face of the country. From the middle of the last Ice Age and the arrival of
Scotland's first settlers around 9,000 years ago, Dawson traces the fascinating story of the often dramatic changes in weather and climate that have
played an important role in shaping Scotland's history to the present day. Examining the ways in which inhabitants of Scotland adapted to changes in
climate and weather through the ages, Dawson charts a previously unrecorded history of how floods, storms, blizzards, droughts and volcanic eruptions
have influenced the Scottish nation. Concluding with changes that are occurring in the present day, Dawson discusses the key lessons to be learned
from the past, providing pointers to the future and new meanings to the terms 'climate change' and 'global warming' - this is a fascinating account of
the history of Scotland's weather and climate and an invaluable reference for all those interested in climate change.
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The play opens up as Scottish war generals, Macbeth and his best friend Banquo, are discussing the weather leading to Macbeth uttering the words,
“so foul and fair a day I have not seen.” (1.3.38). By saying this according to David (2003), Macbeth was referring to the so foul; indicating their just
concluded war engagements and so fair the victory after war and the good feeling that comes with it. He also state that, by saying, “I have not seen”
meant that the two contradictory outcomes such as killing and celebratory mood do not just occur concurrently on daily basis.

